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a determined 'Unionist', especially during the years when
under the menace of the Crusade of Charles of Anjou he
sought on every side—whether at Rome or amongst the
Arabs—to secure the help of allies against his redoubtable
enemy.   The Emperor gathered around him some prelates
who wished him well; in particular the Patriarch Bekkos
took his side.   It is a curious fact: but at this time the
prestige of the Latins and of their theological activity had a
powerful effect upon some of the best minds in Byzantium.
In all good faith these men were inspired by a Christian
passion for unity and thus supported the policy of Michael
which was crowned with success at the Council of Lyons
(1274).   But the union effected at Lyons had hardly more
than a symbolic significance, and it further lost a great part
of its value after the Sicilian Vespers of 10 March 1282.
Charles of Anjou was thus deprived of his power to injure the
Empire:   Michael Palaeologus at the time of his death
(December 1282) had won a complete triumph, and there-
fore his son and successor, Andronicus II (1282-1328),
straightway renounced the Council of Lyons, made his peace
with the Orthodox, and deposed Bekkos, the partisan of the
Latins; the Patriarch, although a man of high character and
of real independence of mind, was reviled as a traitor by the
nation.   Michael had negotiated and concluded the Union
in order to disarm the West, to prevent a repetition of the
Fourth Crusade.  His successors revived the idea to stay the
invasion of the Turks.  But the danger must be instant and
pressing before the rulers of Byzantium will decide to resort
to so desperately unpopular an expedient. During the four-
teenth and fifteenth centuries, indeed, both the intellectuals
and the politicians may quite voluntarily be drawn towards
the Latins, but as soon as thepium votum begins to take con-
crete shape, immediately it arouses against itself the fanatical
opposition of the masses.  During the disastrous quarrel of
the two Johns (middle of the fourteenth century) in spite
of the attitude of the people, solidly anti-Latin in its sym-
pathies, the rival Emperors outdo each other in their zeal for
the Union of the Churches. In 1348 an embassy of Cantacu-
zenus arrives at Avignon, in 1352 Cantacuzenus, although
he welcomes the support of the monks and the crowds, yet

